Save Manston Airport association (SMAa) comments regarding the
RiverOak Statement of Community Consultation

SMAa have compared the Final version of the RiverOak SoCC (May 2017) with the earlier Draft version (Feb 2017), and
noted where changes have occurred, with particular reference to the responses by Thanet Distric Council (TDC) and the
No Night Flights group.

TDC Response :
4. Consultation

The public consultation should be open to everyone, and this should be stated in the
SOCC. It is recommended that, given the scale of the project and associated
impacts, the consultation period should be increased to 8 weeks. This would match

4.1 Statutory consultation under section 47 of the Act will take place between 12 June and 23 July 2017.
4.2 This covers a period of six weeks (42 days). The minimum required under the Act is 28 days.
4.3 This statutory consultation is open to everyone. .....

RiverOak have further responded to the TDC suggestions by explicitly stating : “4.3 This statutory consultation is open to
everyone.” (which of course it indeed always was), but the period of the Consultation remains at 6 weeks, which is half
as long again as the minimum required by the Act.

6. Consultation documents
6.1
The No Night Flights group wrote a letter to TDC and copied to PINS regarding the Draft SoCC.

However much of their letter concerned matters that are relevant to the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR), rather than the SoCC, so it will be discussed later :

6.1.4. “A Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR); containing preliminary information on the likely
environmental effects of our proposals as we have ascertained them so far, including noise, transport and air quality,
and how we propose to minimise these effects, as well as how we propose to maximise the benefits of the Project;”

7. How we will make the documents available

7.1 Draft : ... printed copies of all consultation documents will be placed in the libraries listed below for review for the
duration of the consultation period. We will check on a fortnightly basis that the full suite of consultation
documentation remains available and intact at each of these locations.

TDC Response :

Printed copies of consultation documents should be checked weekly at all deposit
location, to avoid a potential 2 week wait for documents within a short timescale. The
SOCC should be updated to reflect this.

7.1 Final : ... printed copies of consultation documents will be placed in the libraries listed on page 9, for review, for the
duration of the consultation period. Due to the size of the PEIR, it will only be available to review at Deal, Margate and
Ramsgate libraries (as well as online and at the consultation events). The other libraries will include all other
consultation documents, including the non-technical summary of the PEIR contained in the Overview Report. We will
check on a weekly basis that the full suite of consultation documentation remains available and intact at each of these
locations.



8. Consultation Events
TDC response :

As indicated in the email sent with the draft SOCC, an additional event should be
schedule based in a village location, either Birchington or Minster. The SOCC should
be updated to reflect this. Preferably, two additional events should take place, one in
each location.

There is now also a general access Consultation Event in Cliffsend, but it would appear that other Parish and Town
councils failed to respond to a similar offer for a general access Consultation Event. However it appears that there will
now also be five pre-booking only events for councillors and business people.

TDC response :

No information about when these events are to take place, particularly regarding the
days of the week and times of the day, is provided. We expect a mix of weekday and
weekend events, and a mixture of daytime and evening sessions. The SOCC should
be updated to reflect this.

Dates and times are now as to be expected provided in the final version of the SoCC, and indeed 2 are at the weekend
and 5 during the week.

Accessibility and Bus Stops :
TDC stated :

It is disappointing that none of the venues stated in Thanet are on bus routes, which
would contradict the principles expected to ensure hard to reach groups are engaged
with.

SMAa say it is disappointing that the TDC planning department do not appear to know where the Thanet bus routes and
stops are — the Consultation locations given in the draft version have excellent accessibility, and are indeed on bus
routes / close to bus stops, as can be seen in the final version of the SoCC:

Location | Address | Accessibility Date & time

Herne Bay TheKingsHall | T

Broadstairs

Cliffsend Cliffsend
Village Hall

Margate

Sandwich

Canterbury ABode
Canterbury

Ramsgats Comfort Inn




